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BANDITS ACTIVE IN TEAI BORDER AREAS;
POLICE SEIZE ILLEGAL WEAPONS AND OPIUM

[Eomment Bandit activity, as reportad in the January Thai
press, was confined chiefly Lo the Yorder prcvinces of Songkhls

and Narathiwat in the south, Chantaburi in the southeast, and Eurin
and Nakhon Phanom in the cast,

Police reported several cases of illegal traffic in guns and
oplum.

Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources;7

Joint Thai-Malay Suppression Force

In mid-January, Prachathipatai published a spectial dispatch from its cor-
respondent in Songkhla concerning the cooperatiorn between Thailand and Malaya
in destroying bandits on their common border. The article stated that in De-
cember the Malay police had regquested the services 2f Thail Police Major Wichit
Laksanawet, on duty with the Suppression Unit st Reglon I, to help formulate
e plan for the control of Chinese guerrillas who had fled into Thailand. This
plan called for the strategy of encirclement and waes carried out with the as-
sistance of Police Lieutenant Colonel Anthaphon Suyaphot of Region IX and his

police force. According to this article, the pincers movement used was effec-
tive in destroying a number of bandits.(l)

Quoting & 12 January BEC broadcast, 51 Krung reported that & joint Thai-
Malay force of 1,000 men took part in this action and that Thai police from

Bangkok, Songkhla, Hat Yai, and Sadao participated in the 1l2-day sweep that
crossed@ the Thai border at Ban Prik.!{2)
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Ban@ig_gegzgﬁations in Border Yrovinces

Botn §3«Erun§ and §E§@_EEEQH carried an announcement of the Ministry of *g
Interior t5 the affect that a Chninese bandit, Liu Yung.-.chuan, had surrendered ‘Vk

in December to district cfficials in Naratkciwat Pravince . iu was said to have .
turned over one Sten gun, 30 rounds of an murdtion, 2 MAagoez ups, co: hani iwnaie, one i
knife, and var.ous documents that were in n:ts peaseision.  He was hzld for in..
vestigation .(2, 3}
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Bandits armsad with guns and knives attacked villagzsrs in Cnantaburi Prove
incs, according to the 17 Janwary i1ssue of Siam Niken Lozal offic:als and
Police captured four meh, confiscated THELY WRALONE, And recovirsd tee stolen
goods {4}

Eariy in thz month, 1n Surin Frovinis, bandits stols SUometive at Lam
Chi Statxcn en the Bangkck- lhen Line anid drove it trrough Surin Station, where
the statizn master's signal failsd to stop 2t Abandoning the locomotive bs -
yond Surin, the thnieves 25cap2d into tne forast, accoraing to the £1 Krung .
The return of the stolean locometive te Lam Chi S7ation delayed the (bon Bang.-
kok Express for several hours.ig:

o

tl

IE?TE&EEEE?? featursd a frons page article, iats an January, coenzerning
the activity of dandits 1n Naknon Pnanom Provin:e This article called them
"two.area bandivs," hecause the £ang v ooaed and 1 e Yosse1 the Krong River be.
Wween Tharland and [ndocnina, and guve tre following repoert of their activs.
ties.

""he bandits arrogently announce thet they intended
To rob and threatenesd tns police AL Teng Kwang Commune, in Muang MNaknon FPha -
nom Amphoe, a police licutepant ar with 20 members of the
police met the rang and tvought for 15 minut. - Tua nandits separwted into two
groups and@ f{led, one group £0InR Lo Sakon Naknon and the ntrner group trying

to cross tre Khong Rive: to Savanrakn-t Frovines an Indoerina The latter weyo
driven ba<k to the Thal bank by Indoshine: "Later, u riport from
Mukdahan Amprnos saié thut threa nandits re plandsring v + ulong the
Thai bank of the river. The p: Gl ©ff1cisls, de-
puties, village <lders, and polize ' cdown the river to
Ban Don Tan, whire a police faptal PRER ol oY “ven a boat
with thre: men appreacnzd from in.- ~ rhe of ficers”
challengs, botn sid : : 10 the pelice
party were woundesd (s} fowsver
they wer- dent:ried . Ce3pOns thle
for the Mukdarnan treL:
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Another article of the same issve of Siam Nikcn rzperted the confiscation
of three sacks of raw opium at Banz Sue Station in Bangkok. According to the
article, the authorities believe that the opium was brought by train from the
north and then hidden in the station toilet until it could be rewmoved with
safety. The officers arrested some men who seemed to have been left to guard

the 1illegal opium.{l)

Bangkok railroad police, acting on a tip about opium shipments on the
. Chiang Mai-Banglkok Express, inspected the freight warerocuse and became suepi-
/’ cious of oxygen cylinders that seemsd too heavy,according to 2 report im Si
Krung on 23 Japnuary. When no one claimed the freigot after U days, the offi-
cirls examined the cylinders and found 40 kilograms of raw opium, worth
140,000 bvaht. They held the consignes fer investigation.{8)

25X1

1. Prachatnipatai, 16 Jan 53
2. Si Krung, 16 Jan 53

3. Sism Nikon, 1f Jan 53

4. Siam Nikon, 17 Jan 53

5. 51 Krung, 6 Jan 53

6. Thammatripat, 24 ’an 53
7. Siam Niken, 1k Jan S3

8 St Krung, 23 Jan 5%
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